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March 13, 2001 



Reply to Attn of: 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
ATTN: Edward Look S<=>B 
Director, Group 3745 - 5S4a 
Washington DC 20231 



Subject: 



Request for Review and Correction of Records on Power of Attorney and 
Assignments in re Ser. No. 09/498,794 



Dear Mr. Look: 

I am the Patent Counsel at NASA Glenn Research Center, an agency of the federal 
government. 

I have encountered a barrier in being able to speak to anyone at the USPTO about 
application Ser. No. 09/498,794. I was listed as the lead attorney on this case dn the 
Power of Attorney filed with the original application. However, events unknown to me 
have resulted in either the revocation of that Power, or an incorrect entry was made in the 
USPTO records, ' ^ 

Attached are 1 1 pages, comprising 4 sets of documents, described below. 

Document Set 1 (2 pages): Copy of the "Declaration, Power of Attorney, and Petition" 
(oath) which was filed on February 1, 2000 with the original application in NASA Case 
No. LEW 16.833-1, which was assigned USPTO Ser, No. 09/498.794. 

Please note that: 

a) about 2/3 of the way down page 1, 1 am the first person listed to whom the inventors 
grant power of attorney. Moreover, in the last lines of page 1, it is requested that all 
correspondence and telephone calls be directed to me. 

b) on page 2 thereof, all three inventors have signed tiie combined Declaration, Power of 
Attorney and Petition. Moreover, on tiie bottom of page 2 is visible the Express Mail 
label number under which the original application, including this Power of Attorney 
document, was sent to the USPTO. This should verify that this is in fact a copy of the 
original Power of Attorney filed concurrentiy witii the application. 

The inventors have NOT informed me that they have revoked the original Power of 
Attorriey. I doubt they could lawfully do so, because the inventors are a federal civil 
servant employee and two contractor employees, all of whom are legally bligated to 
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assign this invention to the United States Government, as represented by the 
Administrator of NASA. Only the Administrator of NASA, or his designee, could revoke 
the original Power of Attorney. I have verified with that designee, the Associate General 
Counsel for Intellectual Property, that he has not submitted such revocation. 

Document Set 2 (3 pages): The recorded assignment of inventor Gerald Brown. 

Document Set 3 (3 pages): The recorded assignment of inventor Kirsten Dufiy. 

Document Set 4 (3 pages): The recorded assignment of inventor Ronald Bagley 

Please note that assignee of each assignment is "The United States Government, as 
represented by the Administrator of NASA". 

As the Patent Counsel at NASA Glenn Research Center, I can confirta as a legal certainty 
that NASA has not licensed the application to anyone, nor oAerwise alienated its 
ownership interest, because NASA has no legal mechanism by which an application or 
issued patent may lawfully be assigned. Hence, in the absence of ftaud by the inventors 
or some third party, I am at a complete loss as to how the origina! Power of Attorney 
could have been revoked. 

Hence, I submit that there is strong probability the Power of Attorney infomiation was 
entered incorrectly. 

It has been made VERY clear to me by USPTO staff personnel whom I have spoken with 
by telephone over the past year that as far as the USPTO is concerned, I have no legal 
status in this case whatsoever, and that no information will be released to me. I have no 
choice but to accept that state of affairs, but I do not understand how or why it could have 
came about. 

Because I am apparently no longer, or never was, the attorney of record, I am appealing 
to you as a fellow senior civil Servant Please, could you look at the Power of Attorney 
and assignments filed in the case and tell me what happened to remove me as the attorney 
of record, and even more importantly, to apparently displace the U.S. Govermnent as the 
assignee. 

I also believe the assignment information may have been entered incorrectly, because one 
of the few helpful USPTO staff persons to whom I spoke informed me that I was shown 
m her records as an assignee, not the attorney of record. She said that because I was an 
assignee, she could tell me that application was with Group 3745, I am NOT a proper 
assignee of this application. If the USPTO records so reflect, please correct them to 
remove me, and insert the United States Government, as represented by the Administrator 
of NASA, 

Finally. I hope you will recognize that NASA paid a fair amount of taxpayer dollars to 
have this application prepared and filed. To have it removed from government ownership 



2 



Received from < 202 358 4341 > at 6/4102 1 1 :57:13 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



06-04-2002 10:27 202^113 4341 NASA CODE GP 



and control with no explanation seems higlily irregular. I believe we both owe it to our 
respective government superiors to offer the best explanation possible as to what has 
happened and why, so we can prevent recurrences. I would gready appreciate any 
professional courtesy you could extend in reviewing this matter, advising me whether it 
can be corrected, and what I must do to affect such correction. 

I can be reached at voice telephone (216) 433-8855; fax (i2l6) 433-6790. 
Sincerely, 

KentN, Stone 
Patent Counsel 
Registration No. 31,883 



cc: iXGP/Gaiy Borda 
0120/J.W. Sikora 



CERTFICATE OF MAILING UNDER 37 CFR 1 .18(a) 

I h^by certify that this correspondence is, on the date shown below, beihg deposited 
with the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to the Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Atm: Edward Look. 
Director, Group 3745, Washington D.C. 2023 1 

- Letter: "Request for Review and Correction of Records on power of Attorney and 
Assignments in re Ser.No. 09/498,794" 

- Attachments: (1) Declaration, Power of Attorney, and Petition (2 pages) 

(2) Recorded Assignment of Gerald Brown (3 pages) 

(3) Recorded Assignment of Kirsten Duffy (3 pages) 

(4) Recorded Assignment of Ronald Bagley (3 pages) 



Kent N. Stone Date 
Reg. No. 31,883 
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Kent N. Stone, Patent Attorney 
NASA Clenn Remreh Center 
MaU Stop 500-1 18 

21000 Brookpaile Road 

Cleveland, Ohio 44135 



Voice telephone: (216) 433-8855 FAX: (216) 433-6790 
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/-^ ' ' ( * Patent Application 

SSr^aoi^nd Declaration, Power of Attorney and 

Admin Ktffition Petition - Original Application § 

As a b«tow named fnv»ntor. I h.reby dicltrothat: my wWtnce. post ofliw "^.S^SiSP:."* 

and joiirtlnventefflfirfi/ra/ names amitotedfea/OM^of the subject mitterwhlphla delrnad and ferwhloha patent issousht 
onthe Invention anlitled ■ . 



the apeolllcation of Which g| la attached hewto, □waafllidon . 

aaAppicatlon SfdalNo. andwaaannendedpaf*) • 

I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above Idantilled epedfieation. hdudlng the dalms, as amended by 
any amendment referred to above. 

t acknowtedoe the duty to dlsdose to the Patent and TrademarX Office all information which is known to me to be msterfal 
to patentability as defined in 37 CFR §1 .sa. 

I hereby daim the beneftt under 3$ U.8.C. $120 of any UnHed States appiicatlon(s) listed below and. Insofar as the 
aubJed matter of each of the dalnra of this application Is not disclosed in the prior UnHed Stales application in the manner 
provided by the first ptregreph of 35 U.S.C. §1 12, 1 acknowledge the duty to dtsdose to the Patent and Trademafk Office 
aH Infemiatlon Known to me to be material to patentability as dellned In 37 CFR J1 .58 which became avaaable between 
the filing date of the prior appiloatlon and the national or PCT International llilng date of this application: 

. .the status of which is □patented, □pending, □abandoned. 

I hereby daim priority beneiits under Title 35. United States Coda 51 18(e) of any Unhed States PfovlBtenal Appneatlons 
nsted below: 

, ,the status of which Is □patented, Q pending, Q abandoned. 

POWER OF ATTORNEY: I hereby appoint the fbllowlng a«omey(s) to prosecute this application and to transact all 
business In the Patent and Trademark Offioe conneded therewith: 

tent N. Stone 31.883 Harcv Lupuloff \ 

Gary Borda ^0,198 

Alan Kennedy 

— ' (fi^ JH^TCT flAwM; (Htg.No.} 

ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO: DJRECT TELEPHONE CALLS TO: 

l^g^ne: Kent N. Stone Telephone rsefo«feowptete number to fee 

Address: NASA Glenn Rasearch Center dfatBd fmm USPTO): 

21000 Brookpark Road - MS 500/118 Kent N. Stone 



Clevel nd. OH A4135 216-A33-8855 



NaSs'foRM lEat NOVW previous EOlTtONS ARK OBSOLETE. ^ «' ' 
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»TrJ^iI^L^^'^^^® PATENT AND TRADEMARK OPPlrv 
NOTICE OF RECORDATION OP AsSSSSSS? D??Sm 

f|P^ISES?^KJS?M^^^^ DIVISION OP 

PRBSfiST IN THE PAT^ tJId^SS? REFLECTS THE DATA 

CONTACT THE EMPLOYEE WHOSE NAME APPEApS^J^J?^®. NOTICE, YOU MAY 
^EWE SEND REQUEST FOR COrScIwn S s™JL22J^<== 703-308-9723. 

ASSZQNMENT DIVISION, BOX ASSIGNMQJTS CO?i i f f T^'T^^ TRADEMARK OFFICE, 
sum 320, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20231 ' " JBPPERSOM DAVIS HWY, 



REEL/FRAME; 010603/OS73 
NUMBER OP PAGES i 2 



RECORDATION DATBs 02/01/2000 

BRIBFt ASSIGNMENT OP ASSIGNOR "S IMtedwot /e<>» « - 

sAwnun « INTEREST (SEE DOCUMENT FOR DETAILS i 

DOC DATE: 02/01/2000 



ASSlGirOR. 

BBOmn, OERALD V. 



ASSIGNEE : 

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE 
ADMINISTRATION, U . S^OVBrSeMT 
AS REPRESEfrrED BY THE 
ADMINISTRATOR OF 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20546-0001 

SERIAL NUMBER: 09498794 
PATENT NUMBER: 



fSSSLi^^S' EXAMINER 
ASSIGNMENT DIVISION 
OFFICE OF PUBLIC RECORDS 



PILING DA*fi23n 
ISSUE DAT! 



MAY 1 9 2000 
NASA 

OFPICi OP CHIBF COUNSEL 
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^. ^ P*<r T APPLICATION 

ASSIGNMENT AND AGREEMENT 

TUleoflnvcatlon: ^€.\^-Ta^,]^ .JZ^aa^^ T^o^^r fir "/^-f^y BUjeS 

MAfiA Ma.; /.g^ I AppUoatton No.! ' _ Pllinf Date! 



WZPXfS, the paxt^lM to tlii« Aitletmnt JkmMnent er* the und«riign«d iAvttator(o) 
And tht Dtiitttd flt0Lte« Qov*n»^t th«r««f ter Covmemt) « oa r«pr«senb«d ly the 
Ateiniscrfttor o£ the Kabional XerooAuCies and Space XAnlMet ration i 

' WKERBASf the fnaking of this Aisignznent and Agreimant in acedrdanoe with 37 CFR Fwt 
501 and 37 CFR Fart 101; and 

WKraEASf the uaOeraloned invfntorfal haa thave) mcucedi en the dateCa) iodlcaced 
belev, aik api^lcatiion for a united fltate« Pat«i>t on the above-entitled inwition* 

taw TOEriEFORE^ in oonsideratLon oC orployiMnt fcy tht Government, the undersigned 
hoQPi^: 

1. Afldign to the Govemzoent ny (our) fuli and excluaive right in and to aaid invention 
within the united $tat»e of Anericai it^ territorita and pafiEsfialon«# and b^^ (our) 
entire right; title and interaat ixy mi to aaid appllcatioai and any correspondina 
continuation or diviaional application and an^ iiatent that siay issue therefrom. 

2. Agree to grant to the (Sovernment the option to aoQiira foreign rightg, in accordance 
with 37 CFR § 101. 4 1 with the underatanding that If this option is not exercised by 
the GovemMnt* audh foreign rights may be exereisod the underaigned in 
accordance with 37 CTSt S 101.8. 

3. Aotee* at the es^ense oC the Oovemnient, (1) to execute any document for, (2) to 
deliver any requested infozmation to, and (3) to cooperate in ary nnner with the 
Oovemment in order to allow the (Sovermaat to furateot any interest transferred ^ 
thia Aasignn«nt end . Agreement 

4* Authorise and revest the attorneys of record in the anplication to insert the 
application nuab^T and filing date above when retired. 



(£«•) 



(DiI« AppUeXlap Exeeaiitf) 



(SIsaanim cf bveator) ^ 

^l^o'^JTi ^i,fpi>r>^ i<./<eu^cwJ.Ohtfi. U.S.A. y^y^7 

(Po0 Office AddKMM - Inclttdtfif Cowtxy) 



(Slfnnniro oP InvvniDr) 



(pOfC Office Addiw • Indsdtog Country) 



(StifMtiift of tovemer) 



(Dttc AppUoaito^ Ixemiusd) 



(lBVdttOl'« Typed Nkltti) 



(Po«( Qf(ic« A4dni« <• liieliidiB| Couatfy) 
NA$AfOaM430 AUOn DRAfTM 
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MAY 09, 2000 

KENT SSONE. _ 
NASA LEWIS RESEARCH CENTER 
21000 BROOKPARK ROAD 
M.S. SOO-llB 
CLBVELWro. OH 44135 

TTMTT-wn STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

SSl2iliE'if?m^si[SS^BSS"i0«V™E REEL Am. ?R»ME 
REFEREHCBD SBLOW. 

PLEASE REVIEW S^S^SSoS^S^E^'S^F^^^^ I'ATA 

INPORMATICW CONTAINED SJ- ^MARXASSim^^ SYSTEM. IF YOU SHOULD 
PRESENT IN THE PATEOT AND TRADEMARK'S I^^^ '&Qf^^^'&, YOU MAY 

FIND ANY ERRORS 0S«?^S«2S^SSi APpSs ON THIS NOTICE AT 703-306-9723. 
CONTACT THE 8"^^^= JS^^^aSiSlSN US PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE. 

SUITE 320, WASHINC3T0N. D.C 20231. 

ft^/n-./->nftO REEL/FRAME: 010S03/0592 

RECORDATION DATE: 02/01/2000 SoSfiR OF PAOBS : % 

BRIEF: ASSIGNMENT OF ASSIGNOR' 'S INTEREST (SEE DOCUMENT FOR DETAILS) . 
^'S^^; KIR9TEN P. ^ 02/01/2000 

'^"^^GOVBRNMBNT AS RBPRESBNWD BY 

THE ADMINISTRATOR OF NATIONAL 

AERONAUTICS AND S&ACB 

ADMINISTRATION ■ 
■ WASHINC?rON, D.C. 20546-0001 

™ n=*Qa-7aA FILING DATE: 02/01/2000 

SERIAL NUMBER: 09498794 JJJJ^. ^j^^. 

PATENT NUMBER: 



ANTIONE ROVALL/ EXAMINER 
ASSIONMENT DIVISION 
OFFICE OF PUBLIC RECORDS 



MAY 19 » 
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NsOM asa looiw «« v — — 

mraios doeooient shouJd be mftfled: 

Kent N. Stone 

NASA Lewis- Research Center 

21000 Brookpark Road, M.S. 500-118 

Cleveland, OH 44135 



7. Tot»l r*e 07 CFB 3.41).»...»$^'PP— 
l^Mlosed 
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Rant N. Scone 
Niihe of Person SigfiinB 
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(>1FC:»1 *0.OaCH 



■ Signiture 



ToUj number f pft8« wmprlsing eotcr shtel: 



RectMlriiiii<202]!i4341>altW211:!r:13AM|E3st(inDayllgUTiiiie] 



06-04-2002 10:32 202^^8 4341 NASA CODE QP P. 13 

APR 30 2002 10515 FR OFF OF CHIEF COUNSfeU «!lfa 4JJ brsna lu fiaon^ZKt^^i r.w^x* 



LEW #18.833-1 



Ki«tan PJ5uffv.th. ASSIGNOR h6«ln. and one of the Inventors of a patent appllcatton entitlod 
KIrgtBn r . Pvny i.tn» bUiHss- dailrina to acquire patent protection 

■ Sfllf.Tiin i nt l imrnct Pnmnflr tor Rotiitlnfl f'"'^^ • Zjer^ed to hereinafter e» the 

therefor end for the exieting '•«P~>'*?^"«<*^ ii^^'j;^^^^^ 
INVErrnON). he» executed an application tor Lettere Patent of tne unirea oiai.. 

the aL day of . 20»2. 

iteued on the INVENTION. 

M«iAf TUCbPFQRE for valuable oonalderatfon, the receipt and legal eutficlency of whtehjs 

?5 * A^SfiNO^^^ ttinafere, and eats oy«r to the GOVERNMENT end 

acknowladged. the ASSIGNOR hewj^ aforementioned 

its assigne. We f"^^;'?;; "^^^^^^ Including dMslonal. 

States of Aitierica; and 

T., ASSIGNOR h.™by^uj«^^ 



filed: and 



The ASSIGNOR agrees, at the request of the GOVERNMENT or those who may hive derived 
lLlf«Trtehte in alriNVENTION from the ASSIGNOR, to execute any and alt domestfc and 

^^^^^^^ ^ -^'^ P^*"* f ^Smtl' Letters 

Sm iSSul acts that the requestor may deem' necessaiV or desirable ^ ob ain Le^rs 
SiTto sS thTgrant of such Letter; Patent and to Proto|t -st ,n the GOVERNMENT, 
and its asslghs. the entire right, title and Interest m the INVENTION. 



NAME: 
DATE! 

Sent to Addressee using Express Mailing Label 

No. £T77n(m^^^^ on tij; 

J^^ day of ^^Mry . 3000. 

Kent N. Stone 
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WB»hirit(lor». O.C. 80831 

«^..„„ce^ liiililPi 

XENT N. STONE, 

21000 BROOKPARK ROW) 

CLBVBLAND* OH 44135 

ESi^LE^" ™1SsS^eSJS=|60M^» T»B reel m> 
RSFERENCED BELOW. 

PI^EASE R^IEW ALL INFORMATION ^^SSi5??oS''NS?i?/SFLlCTsllE DATA 
TKpSrMATION COMTAINBD on THIS^SSSSvnQRiflNMaNT system. IF ^OU SHOULD 
ISsSt IN TSB PATENT AND TRADEMARK Mga 

SM?^S/f0X^SS;Tl?'c0i:;"i?^^^^^ -VIS HWV. 

SUITE 320, WASHINGTON. D-C. 20231. 
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